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Isaiah LVII- i. 

The righteous perijhethj and no man layetb it to 
heart, and merciful men are taken away, none 
conjidering that the righteous is taken away from 
the evil to come. 

THE known Idiom of Scripture Language 
will fufRciently warrant the Liberty I 
am about to take, of interpreting the 
Word, Righteous- in a Senfe of Latitude, 
as expreffive of all the Duty which every Man 
ftands tound in, and which a good Man aftually 
pays to the God who made him. 

It is not here my purpofe to detain you with 
any curious enquiry into the particular Occafion 
of the Prophets Complaint, or ivho the Perfon 
might be to whom it may be fuppofed to allude. 
^ His Remark is general, and its Foundation is 
laid as deep as the very Root of our Nature ^ 
which difpofes us to felfilh and narrow Principles-, 
to meafure the Importance of all events- by their 
nearer or remoter Relation to our own particular 
Interefts ; and thence to negled thofe IflTuesdf Pro- 
vidence, which are not direftly levelled at our 
felves, and come npt home to our own Families 
or Perfons. 

But 



in 

But that this is a falfe and an erroneous Mi- 
mate, that we even misjudge our own particular 
advapiagss in this undue Calculation, the Prophet 
in my Text hath manifeftly fuggeftcd ^ and the 
ReafotTof things confirms the TTruth and Juftice 
of his Obfervation. 

For where-ever a Community fuffers, each Mem- 
ber fuftains his proportiora of th? Dan|age •, now iri 
the lofs of fuch a Man as my Text hath pointed to 
us, the whole Community is a mighty Sufl^rer •, 
and none but fuch as would exclude themfe^ves 
from the Privilege of their Relation to it, may pre- 
tend an Exemption from their (hare in its com- 
mon Burthens. 

We have fo lately fuflain'd a lofs of this kitid, 
which touches fo nearly upon this Neighbourhood 
and AfTembly, that as I hope no Man who hears 
me will apprehend himfelf unconcern'd in it,fo nei- 
ther will he grudge the Minutes he ftiall fpend in 
a few Reflexions upon our common Misfortune. 

Nothing would prevail with me to undertake the 
unequal Tafk, upon which I am entring, but that 
which I hope fliall ever be Superior with me to 
^11 other legards, even th$ provoking you t9' lov9 
and to good works^ and to ai> Imltetiun of every 
thing xo^ich is lovely and of good feport, / 

From this fingle Motive I etiter upon the Pro^ 
yince unafk'd and uninvited. The Modefty of out 
departed Friend, which caft a di^ingvijh d Luftre 
upon numbcrlefs other Virtues, carried him to his 
Grave in Privacy and Silence ^ nor were the Per^ 
fons intrufted with the Care of his Qbfequies at Li- 
berty to adorn them with proper Honours. Tkey 
iiave performVJ the part iticuinben^ on tU^rPj, 'andi 

havq 
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have configtfd his mortal Remains to the * Place 
whereunto he bequeathe them, and in the man- 
ner which he had requefted of them. 

Yet I may well prefume, that even his Modejly 
itfelf would here give way, upon the fuggeftion 
that any Good would probably be done by the Bla- 
zoning his Virtues •, fince this was a Motive which 
he never could withfland % it was equally the Bufi- 
nefs and ?leafure<ii his JJfe^ and is therefore the 
fitter to attend him at his D^ath, 

Upon a Subjeft fo vaft and comprehenfive as 
this, I ftiould neither know where to begin nor 
end, if I were not to confine my felf within fome 
reftraint of Method ,and Order. And my Text 
hath very opportunely poiiited to our Obfervation 
the Three following particulars. 

I. A Charafter given of fome certain PerfcHi, 
who is here Ailed a Righteous or a Merciful Man. 

II. A general Remark made, that fuch Men are 
yet involv'd in the common Fate, and Die as well 
as others. 

III. A Complaint, or an Obfervation made, upon 
the Indolence and Unconcernednefs of Standcrs 
by, who Regret not the Lofs as they ought to do, 
nor fufficicntly confider, that the Righteous is ta- 
ken away from the evil to come. 

■The CharaSier ftands />y? in order •, but I muft 
beg leave to referve it foj my Conchfion j wherein 
we fhall fee how well it tallies with the Virtues of 
our deceafcd Friend, and with the Graces of his 
blelTed Soul, who is now at reft with the God of 
his Salvation. 

* In the Coemetery purshafed for St. George's Chaijel wben if 
i&all be jnade Faiocbial. , 

, Proceed 
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Proceed we therefore to the geheVdlRtmark hera 
made, that fuch Men are invoIv*d in the com- 
mon Fate, and Die as well as others. 

Nor will the Wonder be great, that fo it Jhould 
he, when it is confider'd that the very brighteft 
Virtues have always an allay ; that there is not a 
Man upon Earth, who doeth good fo perfeftly and 
corapleatly, but that he finneth fpmetimes, and 
even his good Deeds themfelves are chargeable 
with their Follies cleaving to thera. So that even 
in the beft attainments of the beft of Men, there 
is ever abundant matter of Humiliation and 3or-' 
row. And this thofe heji of Men are ever moft 
apt and ready to acknowledge, as having upon 
their Minds the bigheft Senfe of their Duty, and 
the humbleft apprehenfions of their own defervings. 

Death is therefore the irreverfible Sentence to 
which the be ft and worft of Men are equally ob- 
noxious. The great and unerring Difference be- 
tweea them, is fuunded in after-Confequences-^ 
when the Righteous (hall have a proper guard afr 
fign'd them, to condud them fafe into Abrahanfi 
Bofom, and the Wicked be left, affrighted and ap^ 
pall'd, in the H^nds of that roaring Lyon, who is 
ever upon the Watch, peeking whom he may devour. 

^liU then, the Courfe of the World, and the 
cflablilh'd Methods of Providence for its Govern- 
ment, will not admit of any exaft diftinflions be- 
tween the one and the other. 

The Sun muft therefore rife in common on the 
Ftil and on the Good ^ and the I^in dcfcend alikfe 
on the Jit(i and on the Unjuji. 

General Calamities mufl likewife fall, for the 

moft part, Indifcrimindtely ^ the Sword, ih^Teftif 

' Unce^ 



t9l „ . - 

tence, aftd the Fanitne^ can make no exadt ti6f ob- 
fervable diflindions withqut a Miracle j and the 
Rules of Providence admit no Miracles in common 
Cafes. 

Difeaps of all forts mufi for the fame reafoil 
be fuffer*d to make a promifcuous Havock. And 
tho' length of days be reprefcnted as in the Right 
Hand of Religious Wifdom, and in her Lep Hand 
Baches zni. Honours, this only intimates the Ge-^ 
neral Vropenjities of Providence in favour of Vir- 
tue, together with her own native tendencies td 
the Confequences there afcrib'd to hen But fhe 
peremptorily undertakes for nothing in this Life^ as 
having made fuch exceeding great and precious 
Promifes beyond it* Even thofe native tendencies 
may ealily be overborn by various Incidents and 
Entanglements of the prefent Scene 5 which an 
Eye of Fizifi? will readily fee through, and fix up- 
on that which is within the VeiL Nor hath Pro- 
vidence engag'd it felf for any thing more than ge- 
neral favour ^ and that Engagement it will certain- 
ly and effedually make good^ 

But now all this, in 'every part of it, is perfe^d- 
ly confiftent with fome Calamities happening td 
the RighteouSi Even the favour of God may b0 
exhibited and exprefs'd in his hying CorreBion ^ 
his very Scourges may qualify them for his beati- 
flck Vijion^ and the furnace of Adverfity liiay 
purge away their Drofs^ and all the Pollutieti 
which is in the World tprough Luft. The pu^ 
muft, by fome means or other, return totheDufi 
as it xpos^ or elfe the Spirit can never be admitted 
into the Prefence of God iaho gave it : For YteOi 
find Blood in its prefent Statfij cannot inherit thd 

B Kingdom 
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Kingdom of God, neither doth Corrupttin inherit 
Incofruption. This is a peremptory Decree of Pro- 
vidence, to which as our original Guilt ^contx'xbn-' 
ted the Occafwn^ fo our perfond Demerits have 
abundantly juftifyed the Execution of it. 

So that whether the Calamities or the Felicities 
of this prefent Life, prove to be the Lot of the 
Righteous, this great fliock, of a Separation be- 
tween Soul and Body, is the common Fate both 
of good and evil Men. And whether this come 
fooner or later, is a fmall matter in the Accounts 
of Eternity, and of no great confequencc to fuch 
as are always ready. > 

The Remark therefore is true in it felf, and 
/lands Juftified by its proper Reafons, that the 
righteous perifjeth, and merciful men are taken away. 

But, in the ad place, that no Man (hould lay this 
to heart, that none (hould confider the Reafons of 
this procedure, nor how murh of Mercy may mix 
with the execution of this judicial Sentence, is a 
Complaint which will not receive fuch a ready 
Anfwer 5 nor will the Indolence and unconcerned- 
nefs of the ftanders by, beeafily excufed, who re- 
gret not the lofs as thev ought to do, nor fufficient- > 
ly confider, that the righteous is (often) taken 
away jrom :he evil to come. ■ 

This is a Confideration which interefts the Wic- 
ked in tHe Fate of the Righteous •, for if this be 
not always the Cafe, yet if it be often, or but 
fometimes fo, it fliould make every Man look well 
about him, and take heed to his ways^ when ever 
a Perfon of diflinguifh'd Virtue falls out of courfe, 
and leaves the World fo much the worfe, for his 
being taken out of it. 

Ifliall 
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I fhall pufh the Complaint to no furUier lengthy 
than only to difcommend that felfifli and narrow 
Principte, which meafures the Importance of all 
events by the nearnefs of their Relation to our own 
little Interefls : A temper diredily oppofite to the 
large and noble Spirit of Religion, and utterly de- 
ftru.^ive to the great Law of general Benevolence\ 

But inftead of purfuing this Complaint, I Ihall 
rather chufe to Arike into another Path, and to 
lay before you fuch Confiderations, as may awaken 
ih you a Senfe of the general lofs^ when a good 
Man is. taken away.. And no one (it is hoped)' 
will reprefent hiiijfelf of fo little Confequence, as 
to be wholly .unconcern'd i« a pubiick Caufe. , 
' Firft then, 1 entreat you upon this Occafionto 
obferve with me, the Advantage derivable from a 
good Example. T '' 

The Roman Orator's Remark upon (ihQrx^'Ofimv') 
the Graces of Virtue, is a juft and elegant Repre- 
fentation of it, and holds perfediy true of Reli- 
gious, Wifdom, viz. *thatif it could'be embodyed 
ai}d made Vijible, it's Charms would be fo engaging 
and attraBive, that each Beholder ifpdidd voonder- 
fitlly fall in LOve witB it. 

We often complain, and not Without fome fliew 
of Reafon, that the Difficulties of Virtue, and the 
Temptations which fur round us in commoti Life, 
are very grievous, and almoft unfurmountabie;, 
and when we are exhorted to h& followers ofChrifly 
or to take Ixis bleffed Jpofhs for our Example, 
we are too ready with our Anfwfer, that their Ad- 

* Formam guidem ipfam {Mane Fili) &' tanquavi faciem Honefti 
vides, qua, fi Oculis cerneretur, Mirahiles mores, (i{t ait Plato) c<q. 
jaret Sapintim, Cicero de Offic. Lih i. 

■ b 2 ' Vantages 
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vantages were as extraordinary as their Attaint 
fheiitsl and Ichat the meafure of their AffiJlanccSy 
cs'me fully up to the utmoft heighth of their Tern- 
f^ations. 

But there is no anfwering. the Argument, which 
is drawn from a good Man's Pradice in common 
Cifes : Each Aftion cpming from. Him, carries a 
Proof along with it, that no more is required of 
us, than what is fairly pradicable. He is a ftan'- 
ding Argnment, that the Grace of God h fujficient 
for us, and brands all thofe who abufe it, with 
a note of Infamy, andjuft Reproach, 

And when Chrijlian Prudence is joyned to his 
pther V irtues, how engaging, how lovely is fuch 
a Speflacle ? How powerfully does it excite and 
provoke to Imitation ? He who can withftand the 
force of it, muft have his Heart very hard and 
impenetrable •, and even then perhaps he wilifc- 
Cretly 1'ii.e what he will not openly avow, and 
will wi(b he cou'd praftice what nothing but Sloth 
apd Sofinefs reftrain him from Performing. 

Wherefore, in the Death of a Righteous Man, 
the Good who are left behind, lofe a powerful 
incentive to Perfeverance and to Growth in Grace 'y 
Nor are the Wicked in any meafure Gainers by it, 
though they efteem'd him as a grievance while 
he Lived among them, becaufe (as the' Book of 
Wifdom hath obferv'd) * he was not for their turn, 
but clean contrary to their doings •, he continuallt 
upbraided them with their offending the Law, and 
objeEled to their Infamy the tranfgrejjings of theii 
Education. But now by the very Infamy which 

• Wifd. 2. 12. 

hi 
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he ebjeBed to them, and by the filent Reproof of 
his better Praftice, there was good hope that he 
might have fiamed them into feme Amendment, 
and that the Luftre of his Example, might have 
enabled them to fee at length the Stains and Ble- 
mifties of their own. 

So that the lofs of a good Man, is the lofsof a 
publick Good, and the Righteous and the Wicked, 
have each of them their Part and Share in it. 

And this will further appear, if we confider fe- 
condly, that the Judgments of God are often poft- 
poned, often quite averted, and on the other fide, 
his Mercies are frequently procured, frequently- 
enlarged to a Church and State, for the fake of 
the .Righteous^ the eminently Good and Virtuous 
who are found therein •, which makes the lofs of 
them a publick and common Calamity. 

Somewhat of this the Text hath intimated, 
when it reprefents to us, that the Righteous are 
taken away from the Evil to come. tVhich amounts 
to a ftrong fuggeftion, that the Evil of National 
Punifhments is often deferr'd, till the Righteous 
are removed out of its way and reach. 

Even a Sodom could not , be deflroyed, till righ^ 
teous Lot was gotten into a Place of fafety •, * and 
had Tfline more fuch Perfons as himfelf been found 
in it, it would not have been deftroy'd at ill. Gen. 
,18. 32. 

In the midft of great, (and I fear, deferv'd) Com- 
plaints of general Corruption, we have ftill (God 
be thanked) this ground of Comfort left us, that 
iNurabers amongft us may well be prefum'd (incere- 
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ly Religious, not only in the judgment of Charity ^ 
but alfo oi Common Juftice. And from the Inftances 
we have upon Record of the Dealings of Provi- 
dence, we may well conclude, the Hand of the 
deftroying Angel ftaycd for their fakes. 

So that when any Man of diftinguifh'd Virtue, 
is called off to a Place of Reft and Safety, there is 
the lefs Security for thofe who are left behind hira ^ 
tfie Proportion between ihe Good and the Bad is 
alter'd ^ the Scale of the one grows heavier, and ' 
that of the other lighter ^ and by confequence, the 
demand for Vengeance becomes the more importu- 
nate, and there are fe^'er Impediments to prevent 
or hindet the Execution. 

ci.' 77?^ Prayer of a righteous Man availeth much •, 
and IntercelJion makes always a confiderable part 
in a good Man's Prayers •, fo that, as well for oh' 
taining the Mercies, as for averting the Judgments 
of God, a Man of Probity and Religion is of fignal 
ufe to the Community of which he is a Member •, 
and eveh his perfonal Abode carries with it a BleP 
fing to the Place which enjoys it. 

Laban^ we read * was bleJJ'ed from Jacob's, dwel- 
ling with him. The Egyptian^ Houfe was bleffed 
for Jafeph\ fake j f and that whole Land (oon 
after, felt the Benefit of giviing entertainment to 
fuch a G»/<f/?, Gen. 41. 48. 

Upon any Apprehenfions of an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, this is eilily conceivable j and even com- 
mon Senfe and Rcafon (when once the Fad is well 
-attefted) will reidily give into it, that thus it 
(bould ordinarily and open be, whatever Exceptions 

* Gen. ^c. 50. t Gen. 59. j. 

the 



[15] 
the Rule may fometimes admit of. For that the 
righteous Lord fhould thus honour^ thus encourage, 
Ki^hteoufnefs, is as tiatural and obvious, as that 
his Countenance jhould behold the thing that isjujlr 
where-ever,he beholds he cannot but approve and 
^ love it. 
; Even in 2l natural waj^ I obferve thirdly ^ that a 
good Man is a publick good ^ like the Fountain of 
good it felf, he is good, and he does good : Like 
the Author and Fifiijher of his Faith, he goes 
about doing gvod-^ it is his Meat and Drink to do the 
Will of God -^ he doth goed to alias he hath Oppor- 
tunity •, and receives no pleafure like that oi giving it. 

What a World would this be, if All were, thus 
. like minded} Thus alike inchn'd to the Offices of 
Benevolence? What a Cure wou'd the Mifchiefs 
arifing from Pevifhnefs, Pride, and Perverfeuefs 
find in this heavenly frame of Temper and Difpo- 
fition? What a bleffed Calm and Harmony would 
fucceed,'in the room of that Unquietnefs.and Dif- 
cord, which are now the Complaints of every 
Street and Corner? 

It is not the fault of the Righteous, lixht^e fe* 
veral Evils do not find a Cure j if all the good 
which is pojjible to be done, be not done aBually. 
He is ever in readinefs to lend out his Hand to the 
bleffed , Work •, to contribute his fhare to this defi-, 
red Harmony. If others were not wanting to their 
.parts, the face of the Earth might he renerp'd -J and 
though the place of Paradice Ihould continue yet 
uiiknown to us, we might hence be able to guefs 
a little at the State of it. Even the mea,neft figure, 
and the narroweft circtimftance in Life^and For- 
tune, have fomewhat of this Power left to there, 

which 
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which whoever abufes, deferves the Maine of 
fomewhat worfe than an unprofitable Servant j but 
whoever makes a proper Improvement of the Ta- 
lents lent to him, is ^ Friend of Mankind^ and be- 
comes thence entitl'd to the further (honourable") 
appellation of, the Friend of God, 

The time alotted me for this Difcourfe, will not 
permit me to proceed further in this Argument, 
nor to give you fome other Reafons which would 
abundantly confirm to you the Truth of the Ob* 
fervation, that a good Man is a publick good^ and 
therefore that the lofs of him, is a publick and 
common Calamity and Lofs. 

I muft therefore pafs to the laft and hardeft 
part of my prefent Undertaking, the CharaBef 
which my Text hath given of fome certain Per- 
fon,- who is ftiled in it Righteous^ or Merciful. 

I have already told you, that I apprehend my 
felf fufliciently warranted by the Phrafeology of 
Holy Writ, to underftand this Charader in a 
fenfe of Latitude, and therefore to comprize in it 
the Whole Duty of Man. 

We need not feek with any critical Curiofity for 
the Perfon here peculiarly defign'd by the Prophet j 
whether it were Hezekias, or Jofias, or any other 
religious King, or Prophet, then lately deceas'd 5 
iince the Occafion of my prefent Difcourfe points 
to our Memories One fo like the Perfon there ( 
crib'd, that there will be no need of looking , 
for any nearer Refemblance. > 

The Whole Dutj of Man confifts, we know,^of 
three Princijal Branches, refpeding God, his I^eigh' 
hour, znd Him/elf-^ and whoever fineerely labours 
to adorn them, is Righteous in a Gofpel fenfd. 
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pho^gB he be ndt perfeftly chafifi^, according to 
the Purification ofth^e Sa^^Bvary^ 

Let us fee then whether the prpphetick Age 
were the only one, which could furnifti out fuch 
a Charafter. 

Here our departed Friend htm^ Bead y&t fpeaks 
what, Liviwg, his Mpdefty woiild not fuffer him 
to think.' 

I can have no end to ferve by flattering his Mg- 
mory ^ nor do I fear tht Imputation of it, in a cafe 
where all the difficulty will be to fay enough, ' For 

I. In the Duties oWodlinefsy how Afliduoushe 
was and Fervent, how Uniform and Gonftant, how 
Serious and UnafFedted, you are all my WitneflTes \ 
and will joiri with me in this Teftimony of him,' 
that we kilow not where either our i{<f//^fdA, or 
our Flace ofWorJijifhaxh a brighter Ornament Jeft 
to either. 

His conflant attendance at theEuchari^ical Sa- 
crifice^ his exemplary and reverend Behavior there, 
was To very Edifying and Gonfpicuous, as helpM 
to warm many cold and liikewafm Hearts, and. to 
inflame them with a like Spirit of true and fervent 
Piety. ' ' 

. Sucrh regular and'orderly Devotion, fuch a-pure 
and holy F/<?wtf, an Heart fo zaaloufly- affeSfed^ 
with an Head tp govern it fo cool^nd temperate, 
how beautiful, how engaging- was the goodly 
pattern? 

Was it, did I fay? I hope, I believe, I may fay, 

it is fo fiill in manifold other Inftances \ Some of 

them doubtlefs form'd upon the Model oi His Ex- 

amDle- which I truft will fpread yet more and /Mr- 

^' i - C ther^ 
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t^sf, and go on to make^ where it do*s not fnJ, 
injriy ready follov7ers. 

Religion TtftfwV indeed, and doubtlcfs was, the 
Caiffot his Life-, it grew, it flourifh'd obfervably, 
under the happy influence of His pious Endeavors^ 
a»d bis cn%9^ng-Pra3ke. 

His Learmm^ large as it was and various, was 
jVr a-part for the Service of the AltaY, and fanfti- 
ft'f^ to \R/?/r^i<?ur Ufes.. And many a pious Soul 
bttinhes daily to God «'s holy Afpirations of Pray- 
ef-wid Praife, in the Language of His Heart and 
"Jo^wae. For fuch holy purpofes, his TongMff was 
VwcPen of a ready Writer xo what his Heart Endi- 
Uii His Works in this lund will live, I dare fore- 
-j^ll, as long as our Language^ and even then will 
isitt^^o have a 2/<fir Language given thenj. 

hUi Zeat,- and. his Knowledge, ferv'd each other 
Jo mufuadly, with fuch reciprocal Kindnefs, that 
(iiC *V»i? was neitjher barren uox unfruitful^ nor the 
Ctkir giddy nor £xcejfwe: His Light and his Heat 
M^cfc fo juftly proportioned, correfponded fo well^ 
^iidLfo <7j&«/k together, anxl his Will was fo duly 
fy^»03an2iic to his Under jlanHing, that his Religion 
fZLf upon him with all the (traces of outward De- 
iffuy^ 'IS well as with all the Intrinjick Beauties of 
Hoiinefs. - . ^ 

he was Zealcmfor his God, and for the Honour 
oi his. Service ^ .and therefore only preferr'd^ above 
Ot\\.t\%, The Church of England, htczxii&herey he 
i/iatUght,- that HcBiour beft confiiked. He under- 
fjiiud, by due enquiry; that ihewasthe moll con- 
ieii\nh\t both in DoSrine and Qovernment, to the 
Ji,i .'Wl once andfrji delivered to the Saints. For 
-iriihc:r his Faith nor his Prailice proceeded upon 
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pofes, but all- his Oecommy was defign'd to- make 
room for Charitj/ : Which he did not fo much 
refervefor Reqiiefts at his Death, *as like a Wife 
and a good Steward he was a Liberal Difpenfer of 
it in his Life. ■ Pompous he would be in Neither, 
that in Both he might be more Vfeful 

In the lafl place, for the P^>yon^/ Virtues-, they 
were no lefs cultivated, no lefs recommended by the 
advantage of His Praftice, than were the Offices of 
Piety, and iht facial Duties. 

No Man ever advanced the Charader of a pri- 
vate Gentleman to a more elevated pitch than he • 
in Hifn the Gentleman and the Chrtftian were io 
happily united. He /^i^fo .Adorn Religion, andw^ 
fo Adorned by it, that the riling Generation may 
hence with great advantage obferve, how perfedly 
confiftent thpfe Characters are, and how much they 
may Both be depreciated by a negled of their com- 
mon Duties. To feparate the One from the Other 
is indeed to fpoil them both, or at leaft very much 
to difparage and difcommend them. Meeknefs will 
appear no fuch mean, low fpirited Principle, when 
it fliines in a Form like Hisi and inftead of raifing 
your Contempt, en^gts yonx Efleem and Reverence. 

He had ftudyed both Books and Men -^ knew the 
'Fallacies of the One, and the Follies of iheOther : 
Yet was ever more ready to difcern a Merit or a 
Virtue, than a Weaknefs, or a Vice in either. 

Hence that Unpaflionate, Equal, and Candid 
frame of Mind, (yrhjch fhone la Him with pecu- 
liar' Graces) took it's Rife and it's EJfahliJbment. 

Self-love had on Him no other Influence, than, 

* Yet the Refiduary part qf his lyhole Eftate he hath left to 

f ifius ^flsJ CliaiHable'Ufes, 
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what is it*s only proper One, the Direftion of all 
his Aims and Purpofes to the fupremc Good of 
Man, which is the Glory of God, and the Salva- 
tion of his own Soul. 

Hence he deriv'd that admirable Calm and Pa- 
tience, that firm Affiance in the Mercies of God 
through Chrift Jefus, that full AJjurance of Hope 
in his Promifes, which fupported him under the 
Weakncfs and PrefTures of a lingring Obftinate 
Diftempcr, and fweetned to him at laft, the very 
bittemefs of Death itfelf. 

Thus he ended, as he had all along fpent his 
Days 5 was the fame Perfon ftill •, maintaining 
the fame Charafter, and carrying it with him to 
the Flace of Refrejhment. 

He dyedy as he had lived^ like a Lamb, without 
Commotion or Struggle; fubmiflive to the Will of 
God, and entirely refign'd to his holy Providence. 
And having born the CharaEler of a Righteous and 
Merciful Man in his Life^ he hath, I doubt not, 
the BleJJing alfo aflign'd by the Prophet to fuch, in 
the Verfe following my Text, that he is Entred 
into Peace^ that he rejls in his Y^ed^ and vDalks in 
his own Uprightnefs. And them voho thus Jleep in 
Jeft*Sj will Cod bring again with him. 

And now to conclude •, I fain would hope I need 
not further labour the Recommendation of this ex- 
cellent Example : I fpeak, I know, to an Audience 
of Gentlemen as well as Chriflians ^ and here you 
have feen Both united with fingular advantage. He 
knew how to preferve the Charaders from interfe^- 
rin^,and worethem Both with a diftinguifti'd Luftre. 

/ befeecb you therefore Brethren^ by the Mercies 
ofGodj and in the Bowels ofChriJt, that you would 

6onfidet 
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confider in the firft place the Honour of yout Vo- 
cation, and the Dignity of Him who hath calFd 
you to it 

The Diftinftions in this Life are of far kfs Con* 
feqnence, than thofe which await you in another. 
The Decencies of Figure ^nd Station need not be 
dropp'd in favour of Religion, which only requires 
a ]n^ Regulation, and due Improvement of outward 
Advantages, but for the reft, permits the Ufoy and 
even fweetens the Enjoyment of thera. 

Only, let not the glitter^ or pride of Life, fo 
dazzle your Eyes, as to prevent you from 7ff«»^ 
the things which belong unto your Feace. 

Let not the Pleafures of the World have too 
much Indulgence for no better reafon, than becaufe 
they are fo much within your reach and power. 

Let not the Leifure wherewith a favourable Pro- 
vidence hath bled'd you, be abufed to the purpofes 
either of a flothful Indolence, or a vicious PraBice j 
but rather with a becoming Diligence be appiyed 
(as you have fecn it in this fair Example) to the 
Improvement oi others, and to make your own Cal- 
ling and EleBion Jure. The good you may do to 
the World and to your felves, will find you am- 
ple Employment for all your fpare Moments j and 
the Time To fpent will never fling you with any 
After-refieBions, 

And now that we are going to offer up to God 
the great and folemn Sacrifice ofThankfgivin^, we 
may not improperly mix' with it oUr peculiar 
Praifes to his Holy Name, for all the Glories of 
his Grace, which fo eminently flione forth in this 
his faithful Servant. 

E^e^iplary 
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• Exenoflliy Virtues had this cncoui^jertlent in 
the Primitive Church, that the Uames df fueh as 
were Eminent for the Pradicc of them, were je-.^ 
raerabre^.with Honour in hfer mofl: folenin Offices. 
.' In our moft folemn Offices, the Devotions "of ma- 
ny are doubtlcfs Jj*r^ And elfevhere aflifled by the 
pious Labours of our defatted friend, * So that 
when we arfe praiffng God for aS his Servantsi dei 
parted^ this Life in bis faith and Fear, this emi- 
nent Servant.of God may weildeferve from us, a 
mox& cCptc'idl Commemoration. 

At the fame time Ifet us befeech the Father of 
Mercies, that he would give us his Grace fpto 
follow both thiSf and every other good Example, 
that we may all at length have an happy meeting 
in that other and better World, where wii^' Angels 
^nd. Arch-angels^ with this our dec^fed Frieftdindi 
£rc/rfci?r, 4KJtb .the general AJTembly of God's Eled, 
and all the fpirits of juft Men made perfeS, we may 
litud ami 'Magnify, his glorious Name,' evermore 
fraifingHim^ and fajing^i Holy, Hofy, Holj^; Lard 
Gbdjihttgbty, which was, andis^, and is to come^ 

*. Tq wkemkeAil^, and Dominion hoth now ani 
I ;: for evermore. Amen. 



'r, 'v^S'E*^*'"^ ^:iiat exceUent Book of liis, eMftuled The Gredi 
iDrnt^Jn^mngthciCBiJlian Sacrifice, which is rtrtly equall'd, 
,ai)d no;sKhei*r, tharl'knbwof, exceeded, ^n its peculiar ufeftihiife 
and pJDDnerjr for "tJaffacK^ Service %^ 
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